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Students in
Paris discuss
Friday attacks,
aftermath
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Eight WKU students who were in
Paris at the time of terrorist attacks on
Nov. 13 are safe and accounted for, according to a press release from WKU
News.
Five WKU students who are studying at Harlaxton College were in Paris
for the weekend and three students
teaching in Barcelona were also in
Paris at the time, according to the
press release.
Additionally, there were also two students studying in the southern part of
France who are confirmed safe, Katherine Hale, Study Abroad and Global
Learning interim assistant director

SEE PARIS PAGE A2
A crowd gathered outside Pearce-Ford Tower for a candlelight vigil to remember a student who died in PFT on Sunday. More
than 150 students, staff and community members attended the vigil. NICK WAGNER/HERALD

Campus police
arrest student
for social
media threat
BY ANDREW HENDERSON

Students gather in remembrance
of deceased student
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Campus police arrested and charged
22-year-old Ryan Ashford of Fallon, Illinois, on Thursday.
In an email sent to all students on Friday, Capt. Dominic Ossello informed
students that campus
police had made an
arrest on Thursday
after a threatening
statement was made
by Ashford on social
media. Ashford was
arrested and charged
with third-degree terRyan Ashford roristic threatening,
which is classified as a
felony.
Ashford was lodged in the Warren
County Regional Jail on Nov. 12 at 3:58
p.m. and released on Nov. 13 at 12:05
a.m. on a $1,000 bond, according to
the Warren County Regional Jail On-

SEE THREAT PAGE A3

Glasgow
junior Jay Todd
Richey, left,
founder and
chairman of the
WKU Student
Coalition for
Renters' Rights,
stands with Vice
Chairwoman
Kate McElroy of
Bowling Green
at the FFOYA
House on Nov.
14 to raise
awareness for
renters' rights in
Bowling Green.
ABBEY TANNER/
HERALD

W

ith candles in hand and
some tears, more than 150
students gathered outside
Pearce-Ford Tower in silence on
Sunday night to pay respects to a
lost peer.
Students came together outside
PFT for a candlelit vigil in memory
of 18-year-old freshman Shanece
Sullivan who died earlier Sunday
afternoon.
On Sunday, Sullivan was pronounced dead by the Warren County Coroner’s Office at approximately 1:50 p.m. The coroner’s office
confirmed that Sullivan’s death was
a suicide.
Students coordinated a vigil in

remembrance of Sullivan.
Owensboro freshman Kiersten
Martin did not know Sullivan but
came to the vigil because she felt it
was the right thing to do.
“I felt I needed to pay my respect
to her and her family,” Martin said.
One student broke the silence at
the vigil and offered words of encouragement, opening the floor for
others to say nice words about the
student who died.
Various students began to approach the middle of the circle
and offered up prayers, encouraging words and song selections like
“Amazing Grace.”
Russellville freshman John Essex
was comforted by his friends as the
vigil continued.
SEE VIGIL PAGE A2

Community members
Rock for Renters' Rights
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Students, community members and local musicians came together on Nov. 14 for
an event aiming to raise awareness of renters’
rights.
The event Rock for Renters’ Rights
was hosted by the Southern Kentucky Chapter of Kentuckians for
the Commonwealth, the Former

SEE RENTERS' RIGHTS
PAGE A3
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PARIS

Continued from FRONT
said.
Three teams of terrorists staged attacks at six locations throughout Paris
late Friday, Nov. 13, including Bataclan concert hall, the Stade de France
and at least two restaurants. At least
129 people people were killed and 352
wounded in the attacks, according to
CNN.
Hale said Study Abroad and Global
Learning does not have a set policy to
follow in the event of dangerous situations such as this.
“Usually when any kind of event
erupts abroad, like an earthquake or
a security issues like a terrorist attack
such as in France, our standard procedure is to try and reach out and contact
the student to make sure they’re safe,”
Hale said.
Louisville sophomore Carolyn Crowe
was one of the students studying at
Harlaxton who was in Paris during the
attacks. She said she and two of her
other friends from WKU were staying
at Hotel du Plat d’Etain a few minutes
away from Bataclan concert hall at the
time of the attacks.
Crowe recalled her initial reaction

VIGIL

Continued from FRONT

Essex did not know the deceased
personally but said he had met her a
couple of times. Essex remembers he
always saw her smiling.
“You never know what someone is
going through or who is having a rough
time,” Essex said.
He shed tears because his heart
grieves for the family, he said.
“I feel bad. I feel bad for her family
because it’s so close to Thanksgiving,
but I know she’s in a better place,” Essex said.
Louisville freshman Kendra McCubbin said she has experienced hardships throughout her life and feels that
friendly support and talking to others
can change situations.
“I wish there were more moments we

We watched the news for hours trying to get a
grasp of the situation. It was mayhem."
Louisville sophomore Natalie Webb
to the attacks as being met with confusion. She said she was about to fall
asleep and then heard sirens outside.
“We were shocked and had no idea
what to do,” Crowe said via Facebook
interview. “We followed what was happening on the news, and then messages just kept pouring in on my phone
asking if I was ok.”
Crowe said she didn’t think something of this nature would happen so
close to her and her friends.
She said Harlaxton staff remained in
contact with the students during the
attack and did a good job of helping
them.
Hale said she expects questions to
arise from students regarding security
when going abroad but said these are
questions that have continued to pop
up over the past few years.
Hale said students who are going
abroad receive a predeparture orienta-

got together like this,” McCubbin said.
“It’s bittersweet that we are honoring a
student like this.”
Housing and Residence Life staff provided girls in PFT the opportunity to
express their thoughts and concerns
with workers from the Counseling and
Testing Center.
Counseling services are available
to all students on campus, and Alicia
Golston, program coordinator of HRL,
said her office has told hall directors
and resident assistants to let their residents know these services are available.
McCubbin has utilized the counseling services provided in the center but
believes they are poorly advertised. He
said the center would be more helpful
to students if they knew more about it.
Karl Laves, associate director of the
center, said staff do their best to advertise the center’s services.
“We hand out brochures in the load

Need assistance with your

technical issues?

tion to give them tips for keeping safe
and ways to prepare for security issues.
She said they also receive a programspecific orientation to help prepare
them for their particular location.
She also said a majority of students
studying abroad do so on faculty-led
programs and that faculty are required
to put together an emergency action
plan.
"All faculty leaders are required to
put together an emergency action plan
thinking through different scenarios,"
she said.
Louisville sophomore Natalie Webb
was also a student studying at Harlaxton who was in Paris at the time.
Webb said she and some friends had
been out eating about 15 minutes from
the concert hall when the attacks first
started, and they had no knowledge
of the attacks as they took the metro
back.

It's bittersweet that we are
honoring a student like this.”
Louisville freshman Kendra McCubbin
of printed stuff freshman are given,”
Laves said.
According to Laves, the average college student is given many papers to
read, and the center cannot be sure if
students read them all.
“Word of mouth is also another way
we get the word spread about our services,” Laves said.
Though some know about these services, others might feel like they are alone.
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“Some people don’t know about this
[counseling] resource, so they feel left
out, and no one should feel left out,”
Louisville sophomore Jenna Florence
said.
Laves said he has dealt with student
deaths “too many times” before and
that they do not get easier.
“It’s a sad reality for universities,”
Laves said. “Every year we work hard to
save someone.”

follow wkuherald.com for updates

Information Technology
IT Helpdesk

“We honestly didn’t know when or
where it was happening or if any of our
friends were safe,” Webb said via Facebook interview. “We watched the news
for hours trying to get a grasp of the
situation. It was mayhem.”
She agreed with Crowe and said Harlaxton staff were quick to respond and
confirm the safety of students. She said
it provided her with comfort to know
someone was aware of her location
and working to get them out of Paris
safely.
Crowe said the students in Paris returned to Harlaxton on Sunday. She
and Webb both said their perspectives
about going abroad had changed since
this.
"This has been one of the biggest eye
openers while studying abroad. My
perspectives have changed some, but I
still love studying abroad and wouldn't
change being here," Crowe said.
Webb agreed, saying the attacks in
Paris made her aware of evils in the
world.
"It's changed my view of the world. I
feel as though someone woke me up to
the fact that such horrible things actually exist and that attacks like that can
happen anywhere," Webb said. "I may
be more cautious in the future, but I
won't let it stop me from living."
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Hunger Banquet seeks to highlight the problem of global poverty
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

As part of Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week,
Housing and Residence Life is
hosting a “Hunger Banquet”
tomorrow, starting at 7 p.m.
to help teach students about
poverty and hunger by letting
them experience it for themselves.
As students walk onto the
third floor of Downing Student Union, they will randomly be sorted into one of three
groups: upper class, middle
class and lower class. The
group each students is in will
determine their meal for the
evening.
Those in the upper class will

I think that what we’re really hoping to
accomplish is to get a dialogue started
about what hunger looks like and what
poverty looks like."
HRL coordinator Sasha Gibson
receive a full Italian-style dinner, while those in the middle
class will receive a cup of rice
and cup of beans. Those in the
lower class will receive only rice.
This dinner hopes to show
students the impact poverty
has on people’s way of life. After students have eaten, staff
and volunteers will help facilitate a discussion about hun-

THREAT

Continued from front
According to the email sent by Ossello, a student alerted campus police
to the threat made on social media. An
investigation then revealed that the
post came from a telephone registered
to Ashford. He admitted to making the
threats due to being upset and frustrated.
“We are pleased that a student
brought this threat to our attention
and we were able to resolve the case
with an arrest,” campus police Chief

RENTERS' RIGHTS
Continued from FRONT

Friends of Young Americans House
and the WKU Student Coalition for
Renters’ Rights.
During the night, local bands played
at FFOYA House, and speakers addressed attendees between performances. There was a table set up with
information about KFTC and other
resources, including a handbook that
gave an overview of what a renter
should know before moving in.
“With KFTC, we’re looking to do community activism and make sure people
know that there are issues they could
get involved with,” said Aeryn Darst, a
senior from Bowling Green and member of the WKU Student Coalition for
Renters’ Rights.
The WKU Student Coalition for Renters’ Rights launched on campus at the
beginning of the 2014 fall semester. Jay

ger and poverty.
Sasha Gibson, HRL coordinator for Bemis Lawrence Hall,
said HRL hopes to encourage
reflection in students.
“We have a discussion based
around that, and we have an
opportunity for students to
share what they’re thinking as
they think about and reflect on
what it would be like to either

live on a cup of rice a day, or
what it would be like to know
you can have a full meal every
night and look over there at
your friends eating that rice
and beans,” she said.
After the discussion, Gibson
said, the food table will be
opened so all students can
have as much food as they like.
Gibson said she hopes to
start students thinking about
what they can do to help.
“I think that what we’re really
hoping to accomplish is to get
a dialogue started about what
hunger looks like and what
poverty looks like and hopefully get students thinking
about what little things they
can do to make a difference in
our community at WKU and
in Bowling Green,” she said.

Minnette Ellis, coordinator
for HRL, said students should
come if they want to learn
something new.
“Students should come if
they want to learn more about
what hunger is really like
based on wealth and socioeconomic status, or if they just
want to learn something new
or be a little bit out of their
comfort zone,” Ellis said.
Radcliff sophomore Tiffany
DeLoach said this event will
help show students a new perspective.
“Not everybody gets to eat
every day, and some people
take that for granted, and it’s
important to take that into
perspective,” DeLoach said.
“You just need a reality check
sometimes.”

Bob Deane said in the email. “We encourage anyone who notices threats,
threatening behaviors or any unusual
activity to report it so that we can investigate.”
On Nov. 15, Lt. Col. Kerry Hatchett
sent an email to all faculty and staff
providing additional information on
Ashford’s arrest.
Hatchett said Ashford has been
placed on interim suspension from
WKU prior to a judicial conference.
Hatchet said WKU Student Affairs will
handle the disciplinary process. Ash-

ford also faces misdemeanor charges
in the court system and will be subject
to prosecution.
Ashford is also not permitted to return to campus or participate in classes at this time.
“We encourage all faculty, staff and
students to be alert and diligent in
reporting any and all suspicious or
threatening behavior,” Hatchett said
in the email. “In this case, quick action
on the part of a student and our WKU
PD investigators allowed us to act in a
prompt and prudent manner, and this

individual does not pose a threat to the
campus.”
In an email to faculty and staff, President Gary Ransdell commended campus
police on their quick and effective action.
“The most important part of this situation is that a student rightfully alerted our Police to the social media post,
and they acted quickly to ensure safety
for the campus,” Ransdell said in the
email. “All faculty, staff, and students
must be diligent in reporting anything
that appears threatening or unsettling
to our campus safety and tranquility.”

Todd Richey, a junior from Glasgow, is
the founding chairman of the coalition.
“When I was a freshman, I wanted a
way not only to be involved on campus
but also off campus,” said Richey.
During his freshman year, Richey
met with Dana Beasley-Brown, chairwoman of Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, and asked her what No. 1
issue was being faced by the Bowling
Green community.
“She said it was the lack of adequate
legal protection for renters,” said Richey.
It was in response to this that Richey
founded the WKU Student Coalition
for Renters’ Rights.
Kate McElroy, a senior from Bowling Green and vice chairwoman of the
coalition, said one of the goals of the
coalition is to give students access to
resources about renters’ rights.
“I’ve had a really good experience [as
a renter] because I rent from someone
who is URLTA compliant,” said McElroy.

URLTA is the Uniform Residential
Tenant Act of 1984. It was passed by the
Kentucky General Assembly to set standards for the legal duties of landlords
and tenants in their lease agreements.
Richey said because the law is not
mandatory, there are still more than
one hundred counties in Kentucky
whose citizens do not have adequate
legal protection.
“Bowling Green is the largest city in
Kentucky that has not opted into URLTA,”
said Richey. “The point of URLTA is to balance the property rights of the landlord
with the privacy rights of the tenant.”
Although McElroy had a good experience with renting, she said being a
part of the coalition opened her eyes to
what could have happened and what
other people go through.
Some of the situations McElroy has
come across are landlords’ refusing to turn
heat on in the winter, not addressing bug
infestations and stolen security deposits.

URLTA addresses these problems by
requiring the landlord to give at least a
48-hour notice before entering a tenant’s living space. Since Bowling Green
has not adopted this policy, landlords
can enter a tenant’s residence at any
time if their lease agreement doesn’t
specify otherwise.
URLTA establishes rights and responsibilities that cannot be infringed
upon by either side — landlord or tenant. This means landlords have the
responsibility to maintain and make
sure rental spaces are safe. URLTA also
requires tenants to pay rent on time.
“We have a bill in the Kentucky House
of Representatives to amend URLTA
and make it mandatory,” said Richey.
The coalition puts on events like
Rock for Renters’ Rights to raise awareness in Bowling Green.
“We need to ensure that no matter who
you are or where you come from, you
have a safe place to live,” Richey said.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

Tops on top
but ranking as bottom
THE ISSUE: WKU dropped seven spots
on Trojan Condoms’ annual Sexual
Health Report Card.
OUR STANCE: Going down is fine in the
bedroom, but the WKU administration
needs to work harder to promote sexual
health for the student population.

F

or the third year in a row, WKU
has dropped in the ranking.
Declining from a No. 66 spot
in 2013, WKU moved to No. 84 last
year and is currently resting at No.
91.
WKU continues to be the least

sexually healthy school in the state.
We’ve got some stiff competition.
The University of Louisville and
University of Kentucky are beating
WKU by more than 50 places. The
two cuddle together side by side, U
of L at No. 35 and UK at No. 36.
Last year Melissa Smith, a public relations representative for the
health report, told the Herald rankings usually change when schools
make an effort to increase their
sexual health standing. WKU is
continuing to put in little effort to
promote healthy sexual practices.
WKU needs to get its act together
— and not just to raise its rank. It
needs to improve because it is important for young adults to have

healthy sex lives.
Health Services offers free HIV
testing, but the times and dates
aren’t advertised as widely as they
should be. Information about STD
testing should be common knowledge on campus and readily accessible.
Access to free condoms is available in an office on the side of
Health Services, but it’s a bit hidden and takes some investigating
to find. There is limited access to
the office, which is only open until
6 p.m. Monday through Thursday
and closes at noon on Friday and
Saturday.
There is a need for access to condoms on the weekend, and there

needs to be more convenient access
to them during the week. Making
them available in places like Downing Student Union would help students be more comfortable when
seeking out condoms and allow access at more convenient hours.
WKU needs to work harder to
reach out to students about contraception, prevention of STDs and
consent. Health Services especially
needs to make more of an effort to
organize information sessions and
hand out condoms so the university
can progress.
We’ve ignored this issue for the
past three years, but we should not
continue to do so.

4 STARS OR LESS

Strong performances helped ‘The 33’ survive
BY SHANE FREEMAN
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

“The 33” is about the 2010 mine collapse in Chile that trapped 33 miners.
Sometimes the hardest thing to do
is take a story people know and still
make it captivating. While I didn’t remember the event, I still wanted to
see how well this film could represent
a true story.
The 2010 mine collapse struck

the hearts of people
pl all over the
world.
For 69
w
days,
the world
d
watched
and
w
waited
for the
w
incident
to be
in
resolved. With rareso
tions of
o food and water very low, it seemed an impossible
feat for any of the miners to make it
out alive.
The film focused on the relation-

ships among miners while they were
stuck as well as their rescue. Patricia
Riggen directed powerful performances by Antonio Banderas, Lou
Diamond Phillips and other members
of the cast.
While this American film easily could
have cast high-profile actors, I respect
the fact that it involved lesser-known
actors for several roles.
They all connected well as the audience got to know them throughout the
film. I didn’t expect much out of the

cast initially but was pleasantly surprised.
At some points in the film, I found
myself zoning out. This was a result
of the script rather than the directing.
Riggen pulled everything together to
bring out the best in her actors and
create a great film that is definitely
worth seeing.
With a bit more work, this surprisingly good film could have been phenomenal.
My Score: 3/4

SKIPPING BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S

‘Mad Men’ style: Joan Holloway is a fashion icon
BY SCOUT HARDIN
HERALD.OPINION@
WKU.EDU
I was late to jump
on the “Mad Men”
bandwagon. In fact, I
blatantly resisted. My
roommate laid down
the law, however: We
SKIPPING
would binge watch
BREAKFAST
AT TIFFANY'S: either “Mad Men” or
“Twin Peaks.” “Mad
Your weekly
Men” it was, and my
guide to havfate was sealed.
ing fun with
From the first mofashion on
ment Joan Holloway
campus.

walked — no, sashayed — into Don
Draper’s office, I knew I wanted to
be her. She is bold and witty and
never has a hair out of place. Her
clothes are an extension of her personality.
Her look is iconic: curve-hugging
pencil skirts, jewel-toned dresses,
cinched waists, sparkling gold brooches and her fabulous pen necklace. She
struts through the halls of Sterling
Cooper taking no prisoners. Her fierce
and feminine clothing is her personal
armor.
Joan’s style evolution is subtle
throughout the seasons. She’s a sophisticated woman, and her clothing

changes with the events of her life. She
marries, has a baby, divorces and even
becomes a partner at Sterling Cooper.
She tries pants — gasp! — and ladylike
business suits.
She embraces the fashion of the ‘50s
until the ‘60s are nearly at an end, but
her style never feels outdated. Her figure begs for the hourglass silhouette
fashion of the time.
Joan encourages the return of sumptuous curves, but this coveted hourglass figure has a little help: shapewear.
Ms. Holloway understood the power of
good foundation undergarments. Yes,
I'm sorry, but looking that gorgeous
doesn't come without pain or a very
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strong longline bra.
While Joan’s voluptuous figure
deserves attention, what I truly
love about her is the elegant confidence from which her wardrobe
extends.
She is feminine and can be demure
and coy, but she is so much more. She
is a woman who gets what she wants.
She overcomes obstacles, all the while
looking like a goddess.
In the second season, Joan doles out
a choice piece of advice to Peggy, a
driven coworker: "You want to be taken seriously? Stop dressing like a little
girl." Since “Mad Men” I ask myself,
“What would Joan wear?”
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near
Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092

FOR RENT
1 BEDROOM AND STUDIO APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE. 1555 Chestnut St. 1 bedroom apartments
- $420 a month. Studio apartments - $385/month. Call
Chandler Property Management for more information
270-782-8282

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU

Across
1 Not at all flexible
6 Long and lean
10 Declare openly
14 Easily tipped boat
15 “__ further
reflection ...”
16 Building toy with
theme parks
17 Western crooner
Gene
18 Sanctuary recess
19 Overly compliant
20 Compressed video
file format
21 Close to defeat
23 The brown one is
Louisiana’s state bird
25 Mae West’s “I used
to be Snow White, but
I drifted” is one
26 Sonoma Valley
vessel
27 Start of an
envelope address
32 “Cool duds!”
36 Covert org. in
“Argo”
37 Dashing style
38 Granola grain
39 Citrus drink used
by NASA
40 Obstinate critter
41 Use one’s influence
45 Where soldiers go?
47 Swat
48 Manning of the
Giants
49 “Storage Wars”
sales event
53 Membranes that
vibrate
58 Napoleon’s exile
isle

59 Biz bigwig
60 Mishmash
61 French-__ potatoes
62 No-frills shelter
63 Speak abrasively
64 Apartment rental
agreement
65 Former trans-Atl.
fliers
66 Kremlin rejection
67 Milk dispenser
Down
1 Mischief-maker
2 Brownish gray
3 Info from a spy
drone
4 Pardoned
5 “Saturday Night
Live” alumna Tina
6 Blonde comic strip
teenager
7 Date bk. entry
8 Quick bite
9 Skateboarder’s
protective gear
10 Energy bar nut
11 Show for which
Julia Louis-Dreyfus
has won four
consecutive acting
Emmys
12 S-shaped molding
13 Bowl-shaped pans
21 Sworn statement
22 Makes tracks
24 Jazz aficionado
27 Breakfast and
dinner
28 “Darn it!”
29 Shoe brand Thom
__
30 Line around a tub
31 Droops

START

32 “Hud” Oscar
winner Patricia
33 “Casablanca”
heroine
34 Play list
35 Play part
39 Giggled nervously
41 Medicinal dose
42 Mythical horse
with a horn
43 In the manner
indicated
44 Rocker Ocasek
46 Punches back, say
49 Bring home from
the shelter
50 Homeric epic
51 Like Santa Claus
52 “Unsafe at Any
Speed” author Ralph
53 November parade
participants
54 Clumsy oafs
55 Lincoln’s coin
56 Big name in skin
care
57 Get to one’s feet
61 Winter illness
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Day in the

LIFE
Visually impaired student lacks sight, not might
BY ANDREW CRITCHELOW

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

W

KU senior Austin
Clark is by most
accounts a regular
Hilltopper; he goes to class in
the morning, does his homework in the afternoon and hits
the gym in the evening. However, unlike most students at
WKU, Clark is severely visually
impaired.
A native of Frankfort, Clark
was born with Leber congenital amaurosis, a rare hereditary disease that causes
serious loss of vision at birth.
Despite the obvious obstacles of having such a condition, Clark said the hardest
part about having the disease
has always been convincing
people he is strong enough to

overcome his adversities.
“I had to learn how to persuade people [at an early age]
that I was all right and nothing bad was going to happen,”
Clark said.
Before attending WKU, Clark
studied for two years at Bluegrass Community and Technical College. He is now pursuing
a degree in ﬁnancial planning.
Clark attributes his decision to
major in ﬁnance to his interest
in helping others while being
ﬁnancially responsible.
“I’ve always been interested
in saving money and ﬁguring
out different ways to help me
and my family,” Clark said.
Leyla Zhuhadar, assistant
professor of information systems, had Clark in class.
"Austin is a very smart young
man," Zhuhadar said. "I believe

his disability does not affect
his intellect at all, just the opposite."
Clark gets to his classes with
the help of Almanor, a guide
dog he’s had since 2011. Clark
brieﬂy attended a school outside of San Francisco during
his freshman year of college to
bond with Almanor. Clark said
this period of his life was pivotal in achieving the independence he now has.
“I’m not going to lie. I was
homesick for the ﬁrst couple
of days,” Clark said. “But once
I got [Almanor], it was crazy;
she really changed my life.”
In addition to the help he
gets from Almanor, Clark also
points to his twin brother
Aaron as a key part of his life.
Aaron Clark, a senior at WKU
studying sports management,

Every day it feels like you’re going to die, but once you finish it,
you feel like you’ve accomplished
something great.”
Frankfort senior Austin Clark
said he and his brother have
been inseparable since birth.
“We’re 22, and I can’t remember the last time we weren’t
together,” Aaron Clark said.
“We’re the closest anybody can
really be.”
The two brothers regularly
attend CrossFit, a strength and
conditioning program based
on highly structured workouts.

Aaron Clark said his brother’s
determination in the program
inspires him to remain active.
“It’s hard to believe that with
such a big disability he can still
do all that stuff,” Aaron Clark
said. “It helps push me in the
workout too because it makes
me feel like I have no excuse.”

SEE DAY IN THE LIFE
PAGE A7

Senior Austin Clark of Frankfort, poses for a portrait Friday in Bowling Green. Clark suffers from Leber congenital amaurosis, an eye disorder that primarily affects the retina —
specifically the tissue at the back of the eye that detects light and color. He was born blind and started taking braille classes in second grade. Clark said making people realize
he is not mentally challenged is his biggest obstacle. "I’m fully capable of doing normal things,” said Clark. He said he is thankful for his twin brother and service dog, Almanor,
for getting him from place to place. MICHAEL NOBLE JR./HERALD

Three-day event to highlight cultural clothing
BY SHELBY BRUCE

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Students and faculty are
welcome to participate in an
event aimed at unraveling the
meaning behind women’s cultural dress.
The English as a Second
Language International program has partnered with the
political science department
and the Institute for Citizenship and Social Responsibility to host a three-day event
called “Hijab and Women’s
Dress: A Cross-Cultural Experience and Conversation.”
The event begins tonight at
Tate Page Hall, Room 110, Nov.
17 at 6 p.m., and will focus
on the symbolism of clothing choices like the hijab for
women in different countries,
according to Dawn Winters,
the director of ESLi at WKU.
“Our goal is to create an open,
safe space for women to ask

questions, discuss and analyze
how our choices reflect our
cultural beliefs,” said Winters.
Most of the event is open to
everyone; however, Tuesday’s
event will be for women only.
On that day, Saudi women will
be demonstrating how to wear
the hijab.
“Tuesday is more private,”
said Saundra Ardrey, the department head of political
science. “We will be discussing how clothing has shaped
women’s lives.”
On Wednesday and Thursday, women participating in
the event can choose to wear a
hijab publicly for a day.
Victoria Gordon, associate
political science professor, has
participated in the event before and thought it was a very
positive experience.
“I received a lot of looks,
comments and questions
from students,” she said.

SEE HIJAB PAGE A7

WKU students try on hijabs. ESLi and ICSR will host events beginning Tuesday to discuss women's
cultural dress and present an opportunity to try wear a hijab for a day. PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY LEANORA
BENKATO/HERALD
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Hilltoppers ready to take on Bruins in Nashville
BY MATTHEW STEWART

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

The WKU men’s basketball
team opened regular season
play Saturday night with a win
against Campbellsville University.
Wednesday night in Nashville,
the Hilltoppers will face a more
familiar opponent: Belmont.
The Bruins opened their season on the road against Marquette and came away with an
83-80 win.
The Toppers will hope to get
revenge against Belmont for
last season’s one-point loss at
Diddle Arena.
The Bruins are returning
four of their five starters from
last year, and Head Coach Ray

The one thing [Belmont] will not
do is they will not beat themselves. We will have to go in there
Wednesday night and beat them.”
Head Coach Ray Harper
Harper is stressing the importance of playing smart.
“The one thing [Belmont]
will not do is they will not beat
themselves. We will have to go
in there Wednesday night and
beat them,” Harper said. “By
that I mean they won’t make
silly turnovers.”

MEN'S BASKETBALL
Continued from SPORTS

players scored in double figures as the
team notched 20 assists while only
committing 10 turnovers.
“Having 20 assists tonight to just 10
turnovers was a huge step forward for
us tonight,” sophomore forward Justin
Johnson said.” “We moved the ball very
well tonight, and we made the extra pass
a lot which really helped our offense.”
Snipes didn’t steal the entire spotlight
in the contest. Johnson enjoyed one of

FOOTBALL

Continued from SPORTS
The last game of the season will be
a rematch of a contest that ended last
season in a 67-66 overtime victory for
WKU. This season, the game will likely
decide the winner of the East Division.
WKU has a chance to do something
in 2015 that no other C-USA team has
been able to achieve in the conference’s
20-year history: win the regular-season
title and championship game with an
undefeated record in conference play.
Marshall was on its way to the accomplishment last year until the Hilltoppers ended its perfect season. The
Houston Cougars were also close to

DAY IN THE LIFE

Continued from LIFE

Austin Clark said one of the reasons
he enjoys CrossFit is because of the
support he receives from fellow par-

HIJAB

Continued from LIFE
On Friday, both men and women
are asked to attend a discussion that
will reflect on the week of events in
the faculty house.

In the Bruins’ win against
Marquette,
junior
Evan
Bradds led a group of four
players in double figures with
a career-high matching 24
points. Bradds also added
nine rebounds and drew a
game-sealing charge late in
the game.

the best nights of his Hilltopper career
as well, scoring 16 points and hustling
for 15 rebounds.
“He pursued rebounds out of his area,”
Harper said. “He really chased the ball
well, and that’s what good rebounders
do. He brought his lunch pail tonight,
and he wasn’t afraid to get dirty. He is capable of being a big-time rebounder.”
In WKU’s exhibition matches, the
Hilltoppers only grabbed nine offensive rebounds in both contests as
a team. That problem took a step in
the right direction after Johnson’s big

“If you have breakdowns on
the defensive end, guys not
knowing when to rotate and
those type of things, they’ll
make you pay,” Harper said.
“We have a few days here to
really lock in and try to get prepared for them.”
Harper said the team has
been preparing for Belmont
since before the game against
Campbellsville.
“Without talking to our guys
about it, we spent two or three
days this week working on Belmont,” Harper said. “We talked
to them about … what [they
were] going to see Saturday
night against Campbellsville,
and to an extent it was, but a
lot of it was, ‘This is what you’re
going to see when you play Bel-

night.
“Our first two games were against notso-great competition, and we only had
nine offensive rebounds as a team,”
Johnson said. “That really set in my
head before we went out there tonight,
and it looks like I got nine myself.”
Despite the dominant offense output, the Hilltoppers still gave up 77
points in the matchup, and Tiger guard
Hagen Tyler scored a game-high 28
points.
“Hats off to Tyler; he played a really
good game and was lights out. He was

mont,’ and how we wanted to
defend on certain things.”
On top of the preparations
in practice, Harper also was
pleased with the production
he saw from sophomore forward Justin Johnson in the
season opener.
Johnson had 16 points, 15
rebounds, four assists, three
blocks and one steal.
"The first exhibition we
played, we talked about how
much more we needed from
(Johnson)," Harper said. "…
If he is capable of 16 and 15 a
night, we will have a heck of a
year.”
The game against Belmont is
set to start at 6 p.m. Wednesday in Nashville at the Curb
Event Center.

eight of 12 from the 3-point line, and
he made things difficult on us," Harper
said. "We just have to do a lot better job
of defending the three.”
Junior guard Fredrick Edmond and
junior forward Ben Lawson also enjoyed good games as Edmond recorded 20 points, six assists and five
rebounds while Lawson notched 13
points, five rebounds and two blocks.
The Hilltoppers will try to earn their
second victory of the season in a road
test against Belmont University at 6
p.m. on Wednesday.

the feat in 2011, but were derailed in
the championship game by Southern
Mississippi.
For WKU to achieve the goal it has
been eyeing since spring practice, the
coaching staff is emphasizing focus.
“I think our guys understand each
game is equally as important,” Brohm
said. “People are expecting us to do
certain things, and we need to go out
there and perform at a high level and
each week try to get better than we
were the week before.”
If WKU wins, it will host the C-USA
championship game at Smith Stadium
in only its second year in the conference.
The Hilltoppers could face Louisiana

Tech or Southern Miss. La. Tech, the
current West Division leader, lost to
WKU earlier this season 41-38. Southern Miss sits behind La. Tech and will
face that opponent in their final game
of the season.
The Hilltoppers have emphasized a
championship mindset from the beginning of the season, and with the

goal close to its grasp, WKU will have
to play its best as the season comes to
a close.
“We have to continue to go out there
and give it our best effort,” senior running back Anthony Davis said. “We are
going to get each team’s best shot —
especially this week — so we just have
to go out there and execute.”

ticipants.
“Every day it feels like you’re going to
die, but once you ﬁnish it, you feel like
you’ve accomplished something great,”
he said. “With all the other people there
pushing you, it’s like a whole other

family.”
The twins both played football for
Frankfort High School and have been
active for most of their lives. Austin
Clark said he enjoys athleticism largely
because of the communal feeling he

gets from being on a team.
“It gets you away from the everyday
stresses, and your mind is on something else,” he said. “All the people
you’re doing that with accept you and
don’t think of you any different.”

“This is an opportunity to reflect
on our choices, turn a mirror on ourselves to learn that we are not so unalike, and discuss openly our feelings
about societal norms connected to
what we wear,” said Winters.
Students can expect this event to

open their eyes to different cultures
and to the impact clothing has in different parts of the world, said Ardrey.
“The Muslim women sometimes
think that we judge them,” said Ardrey. “It gives us a chance to come together in order to better understand.”

The event is sponsored by the Political Engagement Program and will benefit those who attend it, said Gordon.
“It’s a positive and educational experience that allows people to keep
an open mind to other ideas and
viewpoints,” she said.

I think our guys are ready to make this last
run in trying to win a championship.”
Head Coach Jeff Brohm
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» Men's Basketball: Check out a
preview of the Hilltoppers' clash
with Belmont, on A7.

FOOTBALL

MEN'S BASKETBALL

‘couldn't have been
scripted better’
Snipes leads Hilltoppers
over Campbellsville
BY JOHN REECER

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

The WKU basketball team won its first
game of the 2015-2016 season Saturday
night as it defeated the Campbellsville
University Tigers 97-77.
Redshirt senior forward Nigel
Snipes enjoyed the best night of his
career, scoring 24 points on 8-13
shooting while also adding three
rebounds.
“This couldn’t have been
scripted better,” Head
Coach Ray Harper said.
“Nigel is probably our
hardest worker and our
most committed kid
since we got back to school
in August. For him to have the best
game in the first contest of the season is awesome. He is finally playing fearless and with a lot of confidence.”
The WKU offense fired on
all cylinders as the Hilltoppers shot a combined 48
percent from the field on
the night. Four different

SEE MEN'S
BASKETBALL
PAGE A7

Junior guard Fredrick Edmond (25) dunks the ball during the game against Campbellsville University Saturday at Diddle
Arena. Edmond finished the game with 20 points and six rebounds. MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD

WKU atop
C-USA
standings
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

The WKU football team sits in first
place in the East Division and atop the
Conference USA standings through 10
games of the season.
Coming off their bye week, the Hilltoppers (8-2, 6-0) currently hold a
nine-game winning streak against
conference opponents.
This is the second-longest active
streak in the country across all conferences behind Ohio State (15) and puts
the path to the C-USA championship game completely in the Toppers’
hands.
“We’re excited to get back on track
and back to playing some football,”
Head Coach Jeff Brohm said. “We definitely used the bye week to get better
but also get refreshed and ready to go.”
The Hilltoppers know they control
their own fate, and Brohm believes his
team is in position to reach the goal it
has had since preseason.
“I think our guys are ready to make
this last run in trying to win a championship,” Brohm said. “It’s a very important game for us, and we will do
everything we can to win the game.”
Two games remain in the regular
season, and both are against C-USA
foes.
WKU will first head to Miami to take
on Florida International this upcoming Saturday. The Panthers have not
lost a game at home this season and
will be fighting for bowl eligibility.
To finish off the season, WKU will return home to face a team that has become a rival: the Marshall Thundering
Herd.

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE A7

VOLLEYBALL

Lady Tops cinch regular season title on senior day
BY MATTHEW STEWART

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Next game

It was an
emotional
friday, November 20
Sa t u rd a y
6 p.m.
in Diddle
VS. MArshall
Arena last
CONFERENCE USA TOURNAMENT
weekend
first round
as the senior trio of
middle hitter Noelle Langenkamp and outside hitters Haley Bodway and Rachel Engle
said goodbye to Hilltopper nation on senior day in the final
home game of their careers.
The trio ended with a 52-3
record in Diddle after a win
over the University of Texas, El
Paso.
The volleyball team, ranked
24th nationally, defeated
UTEP in sweeping fashion to
claim its fifth consecutive win
and finish the regular season
with a 28-3 record — good for
the regular season title.
“How could you not say
winners? That’s all they have
known since they have been
here,” Head Coach Travis
Hudson said in describing the
three seniors. “They played
four years of volleyball and
lost three times in this building. They are great kids. I’m really, really proud of them.”
Langenkamp and Bodway
both are part of the 1,000-kill
club throughout their careers.
Hudson and the Lady Toppers took home the Confer-

ence USA Regular Season
Championship for the second
consecutive year in just as
many seasons in the league.
Last year the team shared
the title with the University of
Texas at San Antonio, but this
year it claimed sole ownership
of the crown with the win over
UTEP.
“My mom and dad taught
me to share when I growing
up, but this is the one thing I
don’t like to share … championships,” Hudson said. “I
think I value regular season
championships as much as
anything because I know how
hard they are to achieve.”
Hudson said the conclusion
this year couldn’t have been
much better.
“To come out and do it in
convincing fashion on senior
day is a pretty good script for
these kids,” Hudson said.
The win was the team’s fifth
consecutive sweep since Rice
broke its 17-game winning
streak in Houston on October
31.
Against UTEP, WKU came
out with solid hitting from
Langenkamp and sophomore
outside hitter Alyssa Cavanaugh.
Langenkamp threw down a
match-high 13 kills with a .571
hitting clip in her final match
in Diddle. Cavanaugh had a
staggering .750 hitting percentage with 12 kills.
“Winning at a high level

Senior middle hitter Noelle Langenkamp (13) drives the ball past UTEP middle blockers Tatum Winter (6) and Maddie Morgan (20) during the game Saturday in Diddle Arena. The Lady Toppers won
3-0. ANDREW LIVESAY/HERALD
is something we have been
able to do since I have been a
freshman here, so I would say
winning conference would be
a big thing for me,” Langenkamp said.
Sophomore setter Jessica
Lucas finished with a matchhigh 33 assists and nine digs.
Freshman middle hitter Ra-

chel Anderson recorded eight
kills, and Bodway added five.
“It is nice going through all
these years to step up into a
leadership role. I didn’t see
1,000 kills after going through
all the injuries I have had to go
through, but it is an honor to
be in that club,” said Bodway.
WKU has cinched the top

overall seed for the 2015 CUSA Tournament in San Antonio.
The Lady Toppers’ first
round opponent will be the
Thundering Herd of Marshall,
whom WKU has beaten twice
already this season. The contest against Marshall is set to
begin Friday at 5 p.m.

